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Grand Knight Message 
Brothers: 
As I worked to assemble this month’s column, I came across a thought-provoking poem that I wanted to share with all of you: 

The Bridge Builder 
An old man traveling a lone highway, 
Came, at the evening cold and gray, 
To a chasm vast and deep and wide, 

Through which was flowing a sullen tide. 
The old man crossed in the twilight dim, 
The sullen stream held no fears for him; 

But he turned when safe on the other side, 
And built a bridge to span the tide. 

 

“Old man,” cried a fellow pilgrim near, 
“You are wasting your strength in building here; 

Your journey will end with the closing day, 
You never again will pass this way. 

You have crossed the chasm, deep and wide, 
Why build you this bridge at evening tide?” 

 

The builder lifted his old gray head; 
“Good friend, in the path I have come,” he said, 

“There follows after me to-day 
A youth whose feet must pass this way. 

This chasm that has been as naught to me 
To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be; 

He, too, must cross in the twilight dim; 
Good friend, I am building this bridge for him!” 

 

-Will Allen Dromgoole. 
Where would we be had it not been for those gray-haired builders before us who constructed bridges lest we fell victim 

to the rushing waters of the river? Have we, once we have found ourselves to be the gray-haired old man, turned and built a 

bridge for those of youth and fair hair that follow behind us?  

We owe much of our success to those who have come before…but are we returning the investment? Are we doing our 

part to ensure that those who come behind us have similar opportunities for success as were extended to us? If not, there is no 

time like the present to establish bridges that we – like the builder in the poem – may never need for ourselves but will provide 

security and support for those who would follow in our footsteps. 

God Bless us all and Bless our Order. 

-Anthony Caranna 

Grand Knight 



 AUGUST ASSEMBLY NEWS 

          I’m not the fastest thinker in the world and I always think of things that I should have said the day or so afterwards. That happened to me 
after our Officer Installation which we hosted Saturday July 10th. Before I get to that, I want to say thank you to all who helped clean up and deco-
rate the hall to make it presentable. Thank you to all the officers that have agreed to serve the Assembly this upcoming year.  I want to say a spe-
cial thank you to Mike Anselmi, Jerry & Gail Berend, David Powell, Floyd Koerner, and Micky Nortman who sacrificed their Saturday to help with 
meal service and to tend bar. And of course THANK YOU to Mom’s on Main in Aubrey for the excellent meal!!!  
     Now getting back to what I should have said during the installation. If given a second chance I 
would have tried to explain why I used my old chapeau for collecting meal donations.  It was a last 
minute idea and I didn’t really know why at the time but to me I felt like it was appropriate.  It was not 
to make a statement against the uniform or anything like that. I’m not necessarily pro-uniform nor anti-
uniform. I try to be pro-Knights of Columbus and the powers that be have deemed the era of the new 
uniform is here. So I feel like I should accept that. I believe that there is a rich history in the Knights, in 
Pilot Point, in this parish, in our council, and in our assembly that we should not forget. When I think of 
our old regalia I remember the small part of this history that I was able to be a part of.  
      When I came into the assembly, Sir Knight Dennis Nortman gave the regalia to me. It wasn’t his, I 
don’t think Dennis ever wore any regalia. This regalia was from Sir Knight Mike Oleksyn. I had met 
Mike but did not know him very well. He passed away soon after I joined the council. Mike had written his name inside the top of the chapeau box. 
Every time I put on that regalia, I saw his name and I said a little prayer for Mike and his family. I had the honor and privilege of wearing this rega-
lia with many of you as well, and for some others who have now gone on to their heavenly reward. I think of guys like Frank Klufa, Clay Cundiff, 
and Robert Henzler just to name a few. I also had the privilege and honor of standing in regalia at the funeral of Dennis Nortman when he was 
taken from us way too soon.  Julie and I will never forget when our infant daughter passed away, we were led into the church and then to the cem-
etery by my brother Sir Knights in regalia. I have no idea what all Mike Oleksyn did in it before it was given to me. Those are just a few examples 
of what this chapeau has seen and I’m positive that each one of you have similar memories.  
     Now we are in the era of the new uniform. During the installation, The Master said something that hit home with me when he was talking about 
the importance of doing those special things in church and especially when serving at the funerals of our brother sir knights. That’s when it hit me 
why I used the chapeau to collect meal donations. It was a link to the past and our rich history. It was the memory of the guys that came before us 
that hopefully we are continuing the important work that they had started. Soon we will be passing on berets to our sons, grandsons, or to new Sir 
Knights. Who knows, maybe a few years down the road, a new Faithful Navigator will use the beret to collect donations when the uniform chang-
es again.  
Upcoming events: 
     We will be presenting Pilot Point ISD the annual Dennis Nortman Memorial $300.00 donation for school supplies in August, that date is to be 
determined during our August meeting. We will also be presenting Pilot Point ISD with an American Flag, we also plan to determine that date 
during the August meeting.  
     The details for the exemplifications have been released and both are very convenient for us to attend. September 11 will be at St Gabriel the 
Archangel Church in McKinney, and if that doesn’t work for your schedule, October 9 will be at St Martin de Porres Church in Prosper. If you’ve 
considered joining the 4th degree please get with me or any of us in the Assembly for details. We probably won’t see much closer venues for an 
exemplification.  
     Lastly, I have the annual raffle tickets to sell for the 3rd Texas District. They are 1 ticket for $5 or 3 tickets for $10 and there are 5 prizes which 
are visa gift cards in the amounts of $500, $400, $350, $200, and $100.  The assembly is basically expected to sale all the tickets, these funds 
are how the district operates for the year.  
     Micky told me to be short but I’m not sure that I followed her order. (editor note; Good job Kyle ) 
Looking forward to seeing all of you at the meeting Thursday August 5th at 6:45. 
 
Thank you, 
Kyle Holloway 
Faithful Navigator 
 



Aug. 5 - Assembly & Council Meetings 
Aug. 6 - Transfiguration of the Lord 
Aug. 15 - The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
 
Mark your Calendars for upcoming  
Exemplifications: 
Sept 11 and October 9th, see Faithful 
Navigator’s article for more details. 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 

 Update Your Beneficiaries 
Sometimes it is easy to overlook the simplest of things. 
Take, for example, the beneficiaries on your life insurance policies. If your policy was applied for and issued several years ago, 
it may very well be that the person you originally selected as the beneficiary is no longer the person you would want to receive 
the policy proceeds. If you bought the policy when you were single, for example, you may have named your parents as benefi-
ciaries. If you have since married, your policies should be updated to reflect your spouse as beneficiary. Maybe you’ve had 
children since, who are not named on the policies. 
 

Most people list a primary beneficiary, who is specifically designated as the first in priority to receive policy proceeds. We also 
encourage the naming of a contingent beneficiary, an alternate person designated to receive policy proceeds, usually in the 
event that the original beneficiary pre-deceases the insured. 
 

I routinely call all of my policyholders for annual review appointments, usually near the 
anniversary date of your policy – that is, the date it was originally issued. One of the 
matters that I’ll discuss during this review is the status of your beneficiary designations. 
If they need updating, and they often do, I can complete the paperwork during that ap-
pointment. 
 

I look forward to meeting with each of you to discuss your family’s needs  
Vivat Jesus 

First Name Last Name Birthday 

Rev John Martin 08-03 

Kevin Ware 08-04 

Aaron Barta 08-07 

Ralph Boerner 08-10 

Ward Sheeder 08-10 

Robert Chambers 08-20 

Martin Mascari 08-20 

Shannon Stephens 08-20 

Floyd Koerner 08-21 

Carlos Rodriguez 08-26 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS PARISH 

WIDE 

FALL FESTIVAL 

Congrats to our brother 
S/K Larry Schindler on 
achieving Honorary Life 
Membership! Thanks for 
all of your many years of 

service to our order!  
Larry has been presented 
with his special plastic 
membership card. 
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RENT OUR HALL 
 

Knights of Columbus Hall is available for your: 

Wedding Reception, Birthday Party, 

Dances, Anniversary Celebration, 

Reunions,  or Corporate Functions. 

Full Kitchen. Alcohol available. 

Contact Floyd at:  (940) 686-5381 or 

 Mike at 940-367-4164 

USE this  link for more  Information 

to donate your vehicle: 

https://www.stthomaspilotpoint.org/car

-donation 


